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a woman who stood her ground fearlessly 



One writer called her "a beloved eccentric and outspoken individualist." 
Another described her as "fearless in her devotion to principle." 

Her daughter wrote that she had heard it said of her mother, "She is of the stuff John Knox was made." 
And Hetty Montgomery (Kennedy) McEwen said of herself, "I would glory in suffering as a martyr," 
Of Scottish-Irish descent, Hetty was proud of the McGregor blood that ran through her veins and 
perhaps even prouder of the role her ancestors had played in the American Revolution. Her grandfather, 
Col.. William Edmiston of Washington Co., Va., 1 commanded a regiment at the battle of King's Mountain 
where three of her uncles were killed and one was wounded. In all, eight Edmistons (six of them her 
uncles) fought at King's Mountain as did her father, Robert Campbell Kennedy, and his cousin, CoL 
William Campbell. 

After Tennesseeans voted to secede from the Union in 1861, the 65-year old Hetty and her husband, 
Col. Robert H. McEwen, were among the few Nashville residents who kept the national flag flying from 
their housetop. One source says the flag on the McEwen house was stitched together by Hetty herself 
when talk of secession began. 

Col. McEwen was said to have received an anonymous letter threatening assassination unless the Stars 
and Stripes were removed. 

Later he was told that the flag must come down or the house would be burned to bring it down. When 
the colonel asked Hetty what they should do about the flag, she is said to have replied: 2 

"Load me the shotgun, Colonel Ewea" 

He loaded it with sixteen buckshot in each barrel, and handed it to her, 

"Now," she said, "I will take the responsibility of guarding that flag. Whoever attempts to pass my door 
on their way to the roof for that star-spangled banner under which my four uncles fell at King's Mountain 
must go over my dead body!" 

A short time later, Governor I sham Harris issued an order for all firearms to be brought to him at the 
statehouse. He sent a squad of soldiers to the McEwen home to enforce his order. 

The soldiers were met by a defiant Hetty who gave them a pointed message for Harris. 

"Go tell the governor I will not surrender my gun to anyone but himself," she said. "And if he wants it, 
tell him to come in person and risk the consequences." 

The governor did not put in an appearance, and Old Glory continued to fly from the McEwen rooftop. 
Hetty, in the meantime, was said to have been busy night and day cooking food, knitting socks, and 
furnishing lodging for Confederate soldiers. 3 



* Spelled Edmondson by many members of the family and by Lyman C. Draper in his book, Kin g's Mountain and fts Heroes 
2 Frank Moore. Women of the War ( Hartford Conn.: S.S. Scranton & Co., 1866) 5 10-5 IX 
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HETTY McEWEN (continued) 



On April 4, 1862, The A thens Post in McMinn County reported that "Mrs. McEwen of Nashville was 
visited by several Federal officers and she unhesitatingly told them that she had been the last person in 
Nashville to take down the Stars and Stripes but now she was for eternal separation," 4 

If Hetty's loyalties seemed divided, so were those of countless citizens in all sections of the country, 
But what made Hetty memorable was the way in which she fearlessly stood her ground and spoke out for 
her beliefs. 

Born on 29 July 1796 — 58 days after Tennessee became a state — Hetty was the fifth of seven chil- 
dren bora to Robert Campbell Kennedy and Esther Edmiston. 5 They had come from Washington County, 
Va., to Nashville in 1786 when it was just a fort on the Cumberland River in the territory of North Car- 
olina. As soon as it was considered safe to leave the fort, Kennedy built a plantation home three miles from 
Nashville where he farmed. In later years, Hetty would tell her children about the dangers and trials of the 
pioneers who, while planting and plowing corn for bread, always kept a loaded rifle at the end of the row 
to ward off possible Indian attacks. 6 She and her brother, William Edmiston Kennedy, went to school at 
Valladolid Academy in Nashville which was taught by their brother-in-law, George Martin, a young Scots- 
man from North Carolina. 

In 1808, Robert and Esther decided to move to Lincoln County to occupy the bounty lands he had re- 
ceived for his military service during the Revolutionary War. They left three of their children at school in 
Nashville and took the other four — including Hetty — with them, Lincoln County at the time was a true 
wilderness covered with canebrake and with native forests that had never been surveyed. Hetty later 
recalled, "My mother said she could put her hand through a crack in the house and break off a cane at any 
time. There were no near neighbors, no doctors, no schools or churches in the county at that time." 

In due time, Robert and Ins workers constructed a fine farm about two and a half miles from Fay- 
etteville on the old Nashville road, where they soon were producing their own food and clothing. Robert 
was known for his integrity, patriotism, and generosity, It was said that no poor man or woman was ever 
turned from his door, He often sent his servants to cultivate widow's fields and harvest their crops. 

When Hetty's brother William went to Washington College in East Tennessee, he became close friends 
with Robert Houston McEwen7 The two volunteered for the army when Gen, Andrew Jackson called for 
troops in 1813. En route to the service, they stopped at the Kennedy plantation where the young McEwen 
was captivated by Hetty but did not declare his love until the war was over; 8 Robert won laurels at the 
battle of Horse Shoe, taking over command of the regiment after the death of Col. Patton and attaining the 
rank of colonel himself After the war, Robert moved to Fayetteville where he and Hetty were married at 
her mother's home on 14 November 1815. ( Her father had died in February.) The following September, 



WPA Federal Writers Project, A Guide to the State of Tennessee, The American Guide Series, 1939. 
^ Transcribed from microfilm of The Athens Post produced by the Tennessee State Library & Archives, Nashville. 

5 Robert Campbell Kennedy was b. 25 Aug 1761, d. 25 Feb. IS 16, Esther Edmiston was h. 13 Apr 1766, d. 15 Aug 1823. Source: Mabel A. Tucker & Jane 
Warren Waller, Lincoln Co . Term., Bible Records Vol 1, published by Lincoln Co. Pioneers, Batavia, III., 1972 

6 From Annals of the Edmiston Family, dictated by HeUy M, (Kennedy) McEwen in Feb 1879 and donated by her descendants to (he TGS fibrary. 
^ Robert, bom 5 July 1790, was the son of Alexander McEwen (1751-1795), a Revolutionary War surgeon, and Margaretta Houston (1756-1831). 

o 

° From Annats_o_£the Edmiston and Kennedy Families, continued by Mrs. Sarah Caroline McEwen Jones of Arkansas, April 1881, and contributed to the TGS 
Library by Margaret Edmiston Cecil.. 
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FTF.TTY MeE WEN (continued) 

Robert established a dry goods store in town and soon developed a large trade with the Indians, who called 
him "Honest Bob" for his fairness and honesty. He spoke the Cherokee language well, and was a close 
friend of John Ross, the Cherokee chief In June 1828 the McEwens moved to Nashville in order to give 
their children a better education. 

Robert served as an elder in the Presbyterian Church for more than 30 years. He died in Nashville in 
January 1863. Hetty continued to live in Nashville for a number of years, and in the 1870 census was listed 
as running a boarding house. She died at Augusta, Ga., on 19 January 1881. 

HETTY MONTGOMERY KENNEDY'S PARENTS & SIBLINGS 

(Birth and death dates from Robert H. McEwen Bible records; spouses and children from Hetty M. Kennedy's Annals) 

PARENTS: 

Robert Campbell Kennedy - b. 25 Aug 1761 in Augusta Co,, Va + , d. 25 Feb 1816 in Lincoln Co, s Tenn.; m. 10 Mar 1785 in 
Washington Co,, Va., to Esther Edmiston ~ b. 13 Apr 1766 in Washington Co., Va. 5 d. 15 Aug 1823 

CHILDREN 

(1.) Margaret Montgomery Kennedy - b. 13 Feb 1786, d. Apr 1842, m. George Martin of North Carolina; had 3 
children: Mary (Martin) Pillow, William Martin, and Robert Campbell Kennedy Martin 

(2) Martha Campbell Kennedy - b. 22 Nov 1788, d. Oct 1850, m. John McConnell of Davidson Co., Term.; sons Felix 
Grundy McConnell and William K. McConnell 

(3.) Elizabeth "Betsy 11 Edmiston Kennedy - b. 28 Aug 1790, d. Jan 1839, m. Vance Greer; three children, Hetty 
(Greer) Thompson, William Vance Greer, Andrew Jackson Greer 

(4.) William Edmiston Kennedy - b. 18 Apr 1794 in Davidson Co., d. 16 Dec 1863, m. Elizabeth Willis of Georgia; 
seven children 

(5.) Hettie Montgomery Kennedy - b. 29 Jul 1796 in Nashville, Davidson Co., & 19 Jan 1881 in Augusta, Ga.; m. 
Robert Houston McEwen 14 Nov 1815 in Lincoln Co., Term. 

(6.) Mary McNairy Kennedy - b, 14 Feb 1799 at Nashville, d. in Giles Co., Term., m. Thomas Kercheval of Fayetteville, 
Term., children, Wiliaim Rufus, James, Thomas, William, Kennedy, Ann, Hetty, Emma K., and James Kercheval 

(7.) Robert Campbell Kennedy, Jr. - b. 9 Mar 1801, & Feb 1804 

(8.) Miriam Lewis Kennedy - b. 24 Oct 1803, d Mar 1846, m t Dr. Joel Boone Saunders; five children, Sarah, Napoleon 
B» Xenophon, Joel, and Margaret M. Saunders. 

(9.) Sally Buchanan Kennedy - b t 1 Aug 1806, d. 25 Jul 1818 

ROBERT HOUSTON McEWEN'S PARENTS & SIBLINGS 

PARENTS 

Alexander McEwen - b. 13 Aug 1751, d. 25 Aug 1795, m t to Margaretta Houston b. 10 May 1756, d 20 Sep 183 1 

CHILDREN 

(1.) John McEwen - b. 13 Aug 1781, d. 5 Nov 1821 
(2.) Mary McEwen - b. 5 Jan 1784, d. 2 Apr 1784 
(3.) Ebenezer McEwen - b. 2 Jan 1785, d. 8 Jan 1848 
(4,) Samuel H. McEwen -b. 26 Dec 1788, d. 25 Jul 1803 

(5.) Robert Houston McEwen - b. 6 Jul 1790, d. Jan 1868 in Nashville, m Hettie Montgomery Kennedy on 14 Nov 1815 in 

Lincoln Co., Term, 
(6.) Sarah fi McEwen - b.I7 Jun 1792 
(7.) Alexander McEwen, Jr. - b. 28 Jul 1795 

CHILDREN OF ROBERT HOUSTON McEWEN & HETTY MONTGOMERY KENNEDY 

(L) Margaretta Doak McEwen - b + 1 Aug 1816 at Fayetteville, Term.; m. John Trimble (son of Judge James Trimble) in 
Nashville on 30 Sep 1835; d. 11 Sep 1867; had four children, Mary C. Trimble, Letitia C Trimble, James Trimble, and John 
Trimble (several others died young) 

(20 Son b, 7 Nov 1818 (survived about eight hours) 
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HETTY McEWEN (continued^ 



(3.) Sarah Caroline McEwen - b. 26 Nov 1820 at Fayetteville; m. Judge John Thompson Jones of Arkansas on 13 Aug 
1839" had 12 children, six of whom died young; others living to maturity were Thompson Lapsley Jones, Heber Wheat Jones, 
Annie Scott Jones, Paul Jones, William Kennedy Jones, and John A. McEwen Jones 

(4.) Mary Elizabeth McEwen -b. 11 Aug 1822, d. 6 Sep 1823 

(5.) John Alexander McEwen - b. 28 Nov 1824 at Fayetteville, m (i) Selina Frierson of Columbia, (2) Sally Turner in 
1856; John d. 3 Dec. 1858; two sons, Samuel Davis Frierson McEwen (by first wife), John A. McEwen (by second wife) 

(6,) Ann Maria McEwen - b. 11 Nov 1827 at Fayetteville; m. D. F. Wilkin of Nashville ea. 1853; d. 19 Sep 1866; four 
children - Robert McEwen Wilkin, Harriet Love Wilkin, Hettie Kennedy Wilkin, and Selina Frierson Wilkin - lived to 
maturity; two — Margaretta Flavel Wilkin and Lucy Henry Wilkin died of cholera in 1866 as did their mother 

(7.) Robert Houston McEwen, Jr. - b. 28 Jul 1S31 in Nashville; m. Lucy Putnam, daughter of Waldo Putnam; died 
November 1873; had three children Waldo Putnam McEwen, Hettie McEwen, and John Henry McEwen. 

(8.) Henry Martyn McEwen ~ b. 13 Mar 1834 in Nashville; m. Lucie Curd of Louisville, Ky. 5 d, 14 Mar 1861; one 
daughter, Henrie, who died at age four. 

(9.) John Shelby McEwen - b. 4 Jul 1837; d. 22 Feb. 1839 

(10.) Hetty Kennedy McEwen - b. 28 June 1840 at Nashville; m. Dr. John S. Coleman of Augusta, Ga.; two sons, 
Warren Coleman and Robert McEwen Coleman* 



Don't Fold Those SASEs, Postal Service Cautions 



Folding those self-addressed envelopes can result in their being lost or destroyed by the new 
automated postal machines, reports the Miami Meanderings, publication of the Miami County Historical 
and Genealogical Societies, Troy, Ohio. The new machines ~ which sort billions of pieces of mail -- don't 
take kindly to bulging letters that refuse to slide comfortably into the machine. To avoid calamities in the 
automated machinery, postal workers are authorized to send bulging letters to the dead letter office. 

A good way to assure that your letter containing a S ASE reaches its destination, NEVER FOLD 
THE ENCLOSED ENVELOPE. 

Instead, get acquainted with the common envelope sizes and choose sizes that will easily fit inside 
larger ones without the necessity of folding. 

Here are the common envelope sizes; 

#6 - common short ones measuring 6-1/2 inches long 

#9 - these are nine inches long and fit nicely into a #10 envelope 

#10 - commonly called "a long envelope," this business-size version is 9-1/2 inches long 

#11 - measures 11 inches long and comfortably holds a #10 

#12 - measures 12 inches long, but is heavier and may require extra postage 

Some other things you might not know about today's mail: 

-Typed envelopes reach their addresses one day earlier than handwritten ones. The optical scanner tat 
reads the envelopes starts at the bottom and reads the zip code first. If you use "Attn." at the bottom left 
side of the envelope, the scanner will kick it out and your letter will be held until it can be manually sorted. 
Mail will reach its dest ination at least a day sooner if you use zip codes. 
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